
 
 
To:  Vincent DeMarco, Marylanders to Prevent Gun Violence 

From: Steve Raabe, OpinionWorks 

Date:  February 20, 2013 

Subject: Maryland Voter Poll Results: Handgun Licensing 
 
Overview 

Our latest poll of Maryland voters shows overwhelming support for a proposal to require a 
license to purchase a handgun, with 81% in support and only 13% opposed.  The proposal is 
strongly supported in all parts of the state and among all types of voters, making this as close to 
a consensus as can be found on a major issue of the day. 
 
This telephone survey of 974 randomly-selected Maryland registered voters was conducted 
February 15-19, 2013, and carries a margin of sampling error no greater than ±3.1%.  A detailed 
methodology statement is found at the end of this memorandum, following our summary of the 
poll’s results. 
 
Detailed Findings 

Marylanders Overwhelmingly Support Licensing Handgun Purchasers 

This registered voter poll identifies profound support across the state for a proposal to require a 
license to purchase a handgun in Maryland that would include a fingerprint, criminal 
background check, and safety training.  There are few major public policy proposals today that 
enjoy this level of support.   
 
Statewide, 81% of registered voters support this proposal, and 13% oppose it.  Another 6% said 
they are not sure. 
 

Requiring a License to Purchase a Handgun in Maryland 
Level of Support among Registered Voters Statewide 

Not sure/ 
Depends, 6%

Support, 81%

Oppose, 13%

 
“Would you support requiring a license to purchase a handgun in Maryland that would include a 

fingerprint, criminal background check and safety training?” 
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